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A wild, 
wet day

By DAVID TRANCHIDA
Scholastic Sports Editor

Block island, R.l. — It has 
taken three years, but now I am 
baptized as a full member of the 
Off Soundings Club.

Spending a cool, rainy day on 
Block Island Sound, getting 
tossed around the cockpit by 
four- to six-foot swells, must be 
the initiation rite to this sadistic 
club.

“This is Off Soundings” is the 
all-too familiar refrain coming 
from just about anyone who has 
taken part in this race, Friday I 
got to experience it firsthand. 
On virtually every other occa­
sion, I can’t wait to hop on a 
boat, but Friday I couldn’t wait 
to hop off and hit a hot shower.

The weather for the past two 
years had been clear and warm. 
This one started wet and then 
got worse.
So typical

“This is typical,” said Rod 
Johnstone of Stonington, who 
sailed with his family aboard 
their J120, High Tone.

“Usually we have one nice day 
and then one like this,” he said, 
standing on the dock in “normal” 
clothes while others walked by in 
various forms of high tech foul 
weather gear.

“Once the race starts my 
adrenaline starts going. I didn’t 
really feel anything,” Johnstone 
said.

Lack of wind at the start, 10 
a.m., forced a delay of nearly two 
hours. Then the race committee 
sent up a flag that had the 
strangest effect on the 140-boat 
fleet.

The flag, in sailing parlance, 
told the skippers to “follow me.” 
“They’re setting a new course” 
was the explanation from Bill 
Loweth, on whose boat, Brer 
Rabbit III, I am sailing. So the 
fleet followed, and followed and 
followed all the way to Block Is­
land, whereupon a new course 
was indeed set.

Instead of the usual Friday 
race from Watch Hill to the is­
land, we sailed and motored to 
the island and raced on a short 
course of about five nautical 
miles off the west side of the is­
land from the entrance to Great 
Salt Pond out to Southwest Point 
and then back to a mark outside 
the Great Salt Pond.

Rain gave way to fog during 
the race and some were unable to 
find the final mark — and so 
protests were lodged.

Wes Maxwell of Noank, Rear 
Commodore of the club, ex­
plained the committee’s decision 
to send the fleet to the island be­
fore starting the race.

“If there’s no wind, you’re not 
going to get them to Block Island

Racin^esults
From C3
Rule, Joseph Kolodej.

S3 Class C5 — 1. Salud, Reinhard 
Sarges; 2. Bellatrix, Robert Came- 
rino; 3. Chasing rainbows, Milan 
Bartek/Bill Canon.

B Cruising Canvas 1 — 1. Satin

Robert Patterson/The Day

H Boats milled about at the starting line as the lack of wind delayed the race

with all the current. So the best 
bet is to get them to the island 
and then race in the lee of the is­
land,” Maxwell said.

With the current ebbing at the 
proposed start and the wind dy­
ing, Maxwell said everyone 
would have been taken east and 
might not have made the 6 p.m. 
deadline.

As it was, Class C2 did not 
make the deadline.

The forecast for today is clear­
ing with a northwest breeze of 10 
to 15 knots.

Hopefully the swelling in my 

forearms and knees will be down 
by then.
The results

Following are Friday’s results, 
though protests were still being 
considered:

■ Class Al — 1. Rogue, Sevi­
lle Simonds; 2. Excellence, Lin­
wood Mather Jr.; 3.Tattler, W. 
Frank Bohlen.

01 Class A2 — 1. Our Tern, 
Jack Washburn; 2. Legacy, John 
Read; 3. Duet, John Lovell and Ed 
Birch.

E Class B — 1. Just Friends, 

Ed Purcell; 2. Tyne, J. Roberts/D. 
Wilkinson; 3. Mistral, Cal Beggs.

3 Class Cl — 1. High Tone, 
Rod Johnstone; 2. Settler, James 
Rich Jr.; 3. Hooligan, Peter Brin­
ckerhoff.

& Class C2 — No race.
a Class C3 — 1. Tomahawk, 

Paul Bergendahl; 2. Angel Under 
the Moon, David Whelan; 3. Fish 
Tale, Leonard Goldberg.

S3 Class C4 — 1. Capricorn, 
Bob and Brian Gibbs; 2. Wharf 
Rat, High O’Brien; 3. Golden

See RACING page C5



THE DAY, SUNDAY, JUNE 15,1997 I

LOCAL
Winds fill Off Soundings’ sails
By DAVID TRANCHIDA
Scholastic Sports Editor

Block Island, R.l. — It didn’t 
take much to improve on 
Friday’s foul weather, but Sat­
urday’s clear skies even held a 
bonus for the Off Soundings Club 
sailors. Consistent winds pre­
vailed for Day Two of the two-day 
event. “This makes up for yes­
terday,” said Bill Loweth of 
Noank on Brer Rabbit III. “It was 
a textbook perfect day,” said Ken 
Brent, a former East Lyme resi­
dent who lives in Cleveland. “It 
was a quick trip around the is­
land. Usually it comes up and 
then dies down, but today it was 
good the whole way around. ’ ’

A former rear commodore of 
Thames Yacht Club, Brent said 
Off Soundings has been a good 
opportunity to renew old friend- shifted to the southwest but re­

ships and do what he loves most 
— sailing — at the same time.

Brent has remained a member 
of the club during the three years 
he’s been in Cleveland. This 
weekend he was sailing aboard 
Schwingg, owned by Jack and 
Carol Neades of Groton. It was a 
reunion of sorts for the crew 
members who sailed with him 
aboard his Double H. Brent has were able to spend much of the
sailed in Off Soundings for about 
15 years, he said, and the chal­
lenge of the course and the ca­
maraderie have always made it 
enjoyable.

Saturday’s conditions were 
enjoyable Jor just about anyone, 
regardless of ability.

A northwest wind of 10 to 15 
knots got the fleet off in perfect 
conditions Saturday morning af­
ter a short delay because of fog. 
By afternoon the wind had 

mained in the 10-15 knot range.
Favorable currents for the 

round-the-island portion of the 
event made for a quick race for 
all the classes. The swells 
weren’t quite as steep as Friday, 
though there were some -sloppy 
areas that made for some less- 
than-efficient sailing.

Those of us sailing in Class C4 

race on a comfortable reach 
rather than battling wind and 
currents in a tacking duel.

‘Yesterday was just bad luck, 
but today was beautiful,” said 
Debbie O’Brien who sailed with 
her husband Hugh aboard Wharf 
Rat, their Evelyn 25 out of Ston­
ington.

Rod Johnstone of Stonington, 
sailing with his family aboard 
High Tone, their J120, was one of 
the few who fully enjoyed both 
days. He was first in Class Cl in 

Friday’s swells and rain, and 
finished first for the weekend af- : 
ter taking a second and first in 
the two races held for the bigger 1 
boats Saturday,

“Even on nice days you get ' 
some bad spots^ibut there were • 
never any huge parking lots out 
there today,” Johnstone said. \ 
“We had a fair current all the • 
way and nobody got stuck.”

Saturday’s conditions were so 
nice that even • self-described : 
“fair-weather sailor” Lucia 
Johnstone, Rodney’s wife, said 
she enjoyed the day.

“It’s nice to have a good crew ; 
and it’s always fun to be out with 
the family,” she said.

This year’s race included a boat 
with a crew whose average age ' 
was 19 — and they took home a 
third-place silver cup.

See SAILORS page F7 ;
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Boating
Wharf Rat

140 boats expected for Off Soundings 
JI ... ~y- •

By John Brooks

T
r ■ ; 4
he spring Off Soundings 
race series is at Block 
Island this weekend.

Racing from Watch Hill to Great 
Salt Pond on Friday, the fleet of 
some 140 boats usually races 
around Block Island on Saturday.

Now in its 64th season, the Off 
Soundings Club is an important 
part of the local sailing scene.

1

Although it is a “paper club,” with 
no clubhouse or shore facilities, it 
is very definitely a Mystic institu­
tion. It exists for two reasons: the 
spring and fall Off Soundings race 
series. Both use a winning format 
that is quite simple:

1. Race somewhere on Friday;
2. Have a party and announce 

results for the day;
3. Have a Saturday race;
4. Have a party, announce 

results, and present trophies;
5. Cruise home on Sunday.
The fall series usually races to 

Shelter Island, with a rendezvous 
in Dering Harbor across from

7’-J '4 Kj- 'S"=sAw ”
■'H
■" JI

Greenport, N.Y.
With fleets of 150 or more 

boats, the Off Soundings races 
are some of the largest and most 
competitive on this end of Long 
Island Sound. To keep the racing 
fun, protests are discouraged, and 
decisions of the Protest Commit­
tee are final, and may not be 
appealed. Club membership is 
restricted to those who enjoy and 
participate in the sport of sailing. 
While boat ownership is not a 
requirement, “any member 
purchasing a motorboat will 
automatically be dropped from the 
rolls, unless they have been a 
member for 15 or more years, or 
they also own a sailboat in which

Commodore Bill Ames can point d"- 
the way. In looking at many old < 
photographs and some of the <
videotapes made from old movies, ’ 
the biggest differences are 
obviously in the boats we race, 
especially the modem sails of 1 
Mylar™, Spectra™, and Kevlar™.

In the old photos, sailors are i 
wearing pretty much the same 
style of clothes they wear today;
proof that the Off Soundings Club 
membership will not likely be 
accused of being slaves to 
Madison Avenue!

’ ‘ ’-------1-, 

c

1

j they regularly participate in club 
races.” Any questions?

The Off Soundings Club 
archives are located at Mystic
Seaport Museum, and include a 
selection of videotapes and films 
made of races over the years. For 
anyone interested in doing some -
research intp older cruising/racing
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A wild, 
wet day 
of racing
By DAVID TRANCHIDA
Scholastic Sports Editor

Block Island, R.l. — It has 
taken three years, but now I am 
baptized as a full member of the 
Off Soundings Club.

Spending a cool, rainy day on 
Block Island Sound, getting 
tossed around the cockpit by 
four- to six-foot swells, must be 
the initiation rite to this sadistic 
club.

“This is Off Soundings" is the 
all-too familiar refrain coming 
from just about anyone who has 
taken part in this race. Friday I 
got to experience it firsthand. 
On virtually every other occa­
sion, I can’t wait to hop on a 
boat, but Friday I couldn’t wait 
to hop off and hit a hot shower.

The weather for the past two 
years had been clear and warm. 
This one started wet and then 
got worse.
So typical

“This is typical,” said Rod 
Johnstone of Stonington, who 
sailed with his family aboard 
their J120, High Tone.

“Usually we have one nice day 
and then one like this,” he said, 
standing on the dock in "normal” 
clothes while others walked by in 
various forms of high tech foul 
weather gear.

“Once the race starts my 
adrenaline starts going. I didn’t 
really feel anything,” Johnstone 
said.

Lack of wind at the start, 10 
a.m., forced a delay of nearly two 
hours. Then the race committee 
sent up a flag that had the 
strangest effect on the 140-boat 
fleet.

The flag, in sailing parlance, 
told the skippers to “follow me.” 
“They’re setting a new course” 
was the explanation from Bill 
Loweth, on whose boat, Brer 
Rabbit III, I am sailing. So the 
fleet followed, and followed and 
followed all the way to Block Is­
land, whereupon a new course 
was indeed set.

Instead of the usual Friday 
race from Watch Hill to the is­
land, we sailed and motored to 
the island and raced on a short 
course of about five nautical 
miles off the west side of the is­
land from the entrance to Great 
Salt Pond out to Southwest Point 
and then back to a mark outside 
the Great Salt Pond.

Rain gave way to fog during 
the race and some were unable to 
find the final mark — and so 
protests were lodged.

Wes Maxwell of Noank, Rear 
Commodore of the club, ex­
plained the committee’s decision 
to send the fleet to the island be­
fore starting the race.

“If there’s no wind, you’re not 
going to get them to Block Island

Robert Patterson/The Day

■ Boats milled about at the starting line as the lack of wind delayed the race

with all the current. So the best 
bet is to get them to the island 
and then race in the lee of the is­
land,” Maxwell said.

With the current ebbing at the 
proposed start and the wind dy­
ing, Maxwell said everyone 
would have been taken east and 
might not have made the 6 p.m. 
deadline.

As it was, Class C2 did not 
make the deadline.

The forecast for today is clear­
ing with a northwest breeze of 10 
to 15 knots.

Hopefully the swelling in my 

forearms and knees will be down 
by then.
The results

Following are Friday’s results, 
though protests were still being 
considered:

■ Class Al — 1. Rogue, Sevi­
lle Simonds; 2. Excellence, Lin­
wood Mather Jr.; 3.Tattler, W. 
Frank Bohlen.

■ Class A2 — 1. Our Tern, 
Jack Washburn; 2. Legacy, John 
Read; 3. Duet, John Lovell and Ed 
Birch.

■ Class B — 1. Just Friends,

Ed Purcell; 2. Tyne, J. Roberts/D. 
Wilkinson; 3, Mistral, Cal Beggs.

■ Class Cl — 1. High Tone, 
Rod Johnstone; 2. Settler, James 
Rich Jr.; 3. Hooligan, Peter Brin­
ckerhoff.

■ Class C2 — No race.
■ Class C3 — 1. Tomahawk, 

Paul Bergendahl; 2. Angel Under 
the Moon, David Whelan; 3. Fish 
Tale, Leonard Goldberg.

■ Class C4 — 1. Capricorn, 
Bob and Brian Gibbs; 2. Wharf 
Rat, High O’Brien; 3. Golden

See RACING page C5
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LOCAL
Winds fill Off Soundings’ sails
By DAVID TRANCHIDA
Scholastic Sports Editor

Block Island, R.l. — It didn’t 
take much to improve on 
Friday’s foul weather, but Sat­
urday’s clear skies even held a 
bonus for the Off Soundings Club 
sailors. Consistent winds pre­
vailed for Day Two of the two-day 
event. “This makes up for yes­
terday,” said Bill Loweth of 
Noank on Brer Rabbit III. “It was 
a textbook perfect day,” said Ken 
Brent, a former East Lyme resi­
dent who lives in Cleveland. “It 
was a quick trip around the is­
land. Usually it comes up and 
then dies down, but today it was 
good the whole way around.”

A former rear commodore of 
Thames Yacht Club, Brent said 
Off Soundings has been a good 
opportunity to renew old friend­

ships and do what he loves most 
— sailing — at the same time.

Brent has remained a member 
of the club during the three years 
he’s been in Cleveland. This 
weekend he was sailing aboard 
Schwingg, owned by Jack and 
Carol Neades of Groton. It was a 
reunion of sorts for the crew 
members who sailed with him 
aboard his Double H. Brent has 
sailed in Off Soundings for about 
15 years, he said, and the chal­
lenge of the course and the ca­
maraderie have always made it 
enjoyable.

Saturday’s conditions were 
enjoyable for just about anyone, 
regardless of ability.

A northwest wind of 10 to 15 
knots got the fleet off in perfect 
conditions Saturday morning af­
ter a short delay because of fog. 
By afternoon the wind had 
shifted to the southwest but re­

mained in the 10-15 knot range.
Favorable currents for the 

round-the-island portion of the 
event made for a quick race for 
all the classes. The swells 
weren’t quite as steep as Friday, 
though there were some sloppy 
areas that made for some less- 
than-efficient sailing.

Those of us sailing in Class C4 
were able to spend much of the 
race on a comfortable reach 
rather than battling wind and 
currents in a tacking duel.

‘Yesterday was just bad luck, 
but today was beautiful,” said 
Debbie O’Brien who sailed with 
her husband Hugh aboard Wharf 
Rat, their Evelyn 25 out of Ston­
ington.

Rod Johnstone of Stonington, 
sailing with his family aboard 
High Tone, their J120, was one of 
the few who fully enjoyed both 
days. He was first in Class Cl in 

Friday’s swells and rain, and 
finished first for the weekend af­
ter taking a second and first in 
the two races held for the bigger 
boats Saturday.

“Even on nice days you get 
some bad spots, but there were 
never any huge parking lots out 
there today,” Johnstone said. 
“We had a fair current all the 
way and nobody got stuck.”

Saturday’s conditions were so 
nice that even self-described 
“fair-weather sailor” Lucia 
Johnstone, Rodney’s wife, said 
she enjoyed the day.

“It’s nice to have a good crew 
and it’s always fun to be out with 
the family,” she said.

This year’s race included a boat 
with a crew whose average age 
was 19 and they took home a 
third-place silver cup.

See SAILORS/><%<> F7
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OFF SOUNDINGS CLUB

Allen N. Anderson, Commodore 
272 N. Water Street 
Stonington, Connecticut 06378

Home (860) 535-4049

Date: June 2, 1997

To: See List of Readers Below

From: Andy Anderson

Re: Reading of Race Results

Listed below are reading assignments for our 1997 Spring 
Series. I hope all are willing and able to comply.

We will read through the classes once on Saturday announcing 
only the series place and how the yacht placed in Saturday's 
race/races. Hopefully, this will make the reading of the 
results less confusing to readers and listeners alike.

If you will be unavailable, please let me know as soon as 
possible. Thanks for your help.

SaturdayFriday

A-2 • F. Bohlen CR-1 N. S. O'Connell
A-l N. Rabe CR-2 R. Roberts
C-4 J. English C-5 S. Purdy
C-3 J. Slimmon C-l B. Ames
B P. McFadden C-2 E. Dieckerhoff
C-2 W. Maxwell B B. Gunther
C-l N. H. O'Connell C-3 B. Ford
C-5 D. Davis C-4 J. Brooks
CR 1 W. Woodworth A-l K. Granbery
CR 2 P. Smyth A-2 C. Fast

cc: Neal H. O'Connell


