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LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 
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L I H U S P I C E R . 



I, ELIHU SPICER, of the Cit y of Brooklyn, 

County of Kings and Sta e of New Yo k, do he eby evoke, 

all"former Wills by me heretofo e, at any time , ma.de , an 

do no·,v rmke, publish and declare this to be my Last \'ill 

and Testament, as follows, viz: 

FIRST: I give and bequeath to Patrick O' Boume, of 

Mystic, Connecticut, provided he shall be in my employ at 

the time of my daa h, Two hundred and fifty dollars . 

SECOND: I give and bequeath to Frederick Ruckerman 

(my gardener) of Mystic, Connecticut, provided he shall be 

in my employ at the time of my death , Two hundred and fift 

dollars. 

TBIRD : I give and bequeath to the 'l'o•m of Groton , 

in New London County, and State of Connecticut, Five thou­

sand dollars, to be expended and used in improving and 

rra.intaining the farm a.nd buildings belongirv-~ to the town, 

and known as the Spicer Home , and in providin~ for the sup 

pot and comfort at that Home, of th3 Towns poor. 

FOUR'l'H : I give and bequeath to School Dist ict Numb r 

FIF'rH: I g ive and bequeath to the Polytechnic Ins ti 

tul!; of Brooklyn, New York, (whos Academy building is sit 

uated on Livingston St eet near Court St eet in said City) 

Ten thousand dolla s desiring, but not requi ine; it to be 

used for Lib ry purposes . 



SIXTH: I direct my Executors to have a Corporation 

organi zed under the laws of th3 State of Connecticut, for 

the purpos e of founding and maintaining a Circulating Li­

brary at Mystic , Connecticut , for the use of all inhabi­

tants of Mys tic, Old Mystic, Noank, and the adjacent neig -

borhood in Connecticut, to be overned o rmnaged by five 

Directo s or '1' ustees to se ve fo life to be chosen, in 

the first instance, by my Executors, two from Mystic, two 

f om Noank ( of whom William I. Spicer shal 1 be one,) and 

one f om Old My tic, and vacancies in tha Boa i oc asioned 

by death , re signat,ion or inatili ty to c}.ct, to be filled, 

from tiire to tins as they occu , by the existi~ members of 

the Boa rd, so tr·:it, the villaP;GS ahove n2 .. .nPa shal1 ba r ep e-

sented in the p opo tion named above; -- t Li ra bui di 

to be ere~ted in West My stic (so called) in said Town of 

G oton, and t.he Co poration to be styled 'The Mystic and 

Noank Library" and afte it has be en fo ned I di ec+, m,r Ex 

ecuto s to expend T ent.y thousand dollars , part in purchas 

ing ground for, and erecting the lib a y building in West 

Mystic , and the balance in purchasine books for the Librar,>, 

and to convey or cause to be conveyed said g ound and buil -

ing, and said books, to s • Lib a y C:o porat,i on, o b 

1om1r. u. ui, ,.f'oresaid , and Lat, 1,l1ic; condi1.ion b: · inse t. ed 

substance in the de o declaration of gift , to wit; 

no secta ian p forence shall ev1 be allowed, in the 

tion or exclusion of books, a.nd that in case of a violi tin 

of suid condition , that said Library bl ildine; and g und 

shall vert to and become the individu~l p opu rty o my 

heirs at law, and I also give and bequaat,h to said Library I 



Corporation to be fonned as aforesaid, the fur1:,her sum of 

F'i ve thousand Dolla_rs in money . 
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It is my intention to accomplish du ing my lifetime 

t,hc; pwpose , and t.he gift and devise abovt1 expresf; Pd in 

this Six th A ticle of t, his my Will , an i f I should do so 

in substantially the manner indic..t.t above, then and in 

that case this Sixth Article of my \Hill shall be of no for 

or effect . 

SEVENTH: I intend to give to my sister Sarah Dickin-

son, the house and lot in Brooklyn where I no v reside , kno\~ 

as Numbe Seven (7) South Oxfo d St eet , B ooklyn, but if 

it should happen tha.t I should not convey t,he sc.tme to her 

brde&ct. , 'LU'irv-~ n;r lift. l mv , 1,ho n l f;ive a.nd <lev1se i.hc:1 SaiiL 

to her, by this my Will. 

It is also my Will, and I di ect that my said sis­

t e r shall have the occupation, use and sole benefit for he 

life , o so long as she chooses, of my house and all II\Y 

real estate , comp ising about ten acres at Mystic, Connec­

ticut, with its appurtenances, and that until she shall re 

linquish all pe sonal use and occupation of the same, irat 

all taxes , repairs, insurance and the general e xpense of 

keepil1/7 the whole place in first class o er, no , e xc e i 

howeve , a.l toe;ether 'l'wenty five hund ed dollars pe annum, 

shall be borno and paid by my Executors, out of 

property of rey estate , and that they shal 1 et in in their 

hands, such sum as they may de em suff ici nt, for such pur­

pose, until the death of my said siste , or until she whol 

ly linquishes he pe sonal use and occupation of said 



plac$, and that said f urrl, or the part of it remaining at 

her death, or on her relinquishrent of tre use of said 

place, shall be treated as part of my residuary est ate, be ­

queat,hed under the -sidua y clause oi this WjlJ. 

And I g ive and devis e to her , one half of said place; and 

subject to her personal use, a.s aforesaid, I give and devise 

the other half trereof, to my brother, Levi Spicer, of 

Noank, Connecticut. 

EIGHTH: I g ive and bequea h to my nephew William I. 

Spicer, of Noank, Connecticut, Fifty thousand Dollars in 

money, and One thousand shares of the capital stock of tre 

New York and fexas Steamship Company, to be deliv ered to 

him by my .B:xecuto ... s , ai, the expiration of s i x months af t er 

my death. 

NINTH: I give and bequeath to Sarah Dickinson, Henry 

R. Mallory of Brooklyn, New York, arrl William I. Spicer of 

Noank, Connecticut, one hundred thousand dollars, In Trust, 

to hold, inv est and rm.nags the same duriw, t he li fet.ime of 

my ni ece , Anni e Spicer of Noank, Connect icut , a.nd to apply 

the net income the eof to her use, during her life, by pay-

ing the same ova , he, q oftener, if conveni-

ent , and her individual rece ipt t he refo r , notwi t hstandiT¥7 

coverture, shall bo a full discharge t o said Trustees, for 

all payments ma.de, and on her death, I g ive and bequeath 

said principal sum of One hurrlred thousand dol lars, to her 

children or issue; the issue of any de ceased child of hers 

to take together only the sha a which his, her or their pa-



rent would have taken, if living; and in default of such 

issue, I give and bequeath one-half o said p incipal sum 

to her brothe , said William I. Spicer, o in cas8 he shoul 

then be dead, to his issue pe sti pes ., o in default of 

issue to my brother and sister and tne other hal of said 

principal sum, in that case I ive to be added to, and in 

eve y respect beco?ffi a part of the 'i' ust f uni he einafte 

c ated fo the benefit of her sister, Sarah, or if Sarah 

be then dead, to her issue, er stirpes. 

TEN1H : I give and bequeath to said Sarah Dickinson, 

Henry R. Mallory, and William I . Spicer, One hundred thou­

sand dollars, In 1 ust, o hold and invest the same, durin~ 

the lifet,imo of my nioce Sa. rah n. Spicer, and to apply the 

net, income thereof to her use durirw; he life, by payi t 

same over to her quarts ly, or oftener, if convenient; and 

her irxiividual receipt therefor, notwithstanding coverlure, 

shall be a full discha ge to said Trustees, for all paymen 

nade, and on her death, I ive and bequeath said principal 

sum of One hurrlred thousand dollars, to her child en o is­

sue; the issue of any deceased child of hers to take to­

gether only the share which his, her or their parent would 

have taken, if living; an u i 

give and bequeath one-half of said principal sum, to her 

b othe , said William I. Spicer, or in case he should then 

be dead to his issue pe sttrpes, or in default of his is­

sue, to my brother and sister and the other half of said 

principal sum in tha. t case I ., ive to be added to, and in 

'1'-' -----~--~~-~-------------------------~ 



and in every respect become a part of the 'r ust fund he e­

inbefore created for the benefit of her siste Annie, or if 

Annie be then dead, to her issue per stirpes. 

ELEVEN'l'l-1 : It i s my \"ill , and I direct that said 

frustees may invest and reinvest the whole or any portion 

of either o both said T ust funds in the First ~ort 

Bonds of any Railroad Company, or other Corporat ion, beari 

interest at not over five per cent per annum which Bonds 

shall have paid their interest re ularly for five years pre 

ceding the investment, whether said corpo at ion be or an­

ized under the laws of the State of New Yo k, or not, and 

that they also rray invest and reinvest the whole or any po 

t1on of ei the or both said trust funds in bonci , s ecu ed by 

First o age on la.~d in an Sate within the United Stat 

and I also authorize and empower them to receive, at a val 

uation to be fixed thereon by my Executors, any of t:00 se­

cu ities which I may own at the t. im, of my death in lieu o 

cash, equal to the app aised valuat i on, and to hold the 

same as continui~ inves rrants of either of said 'rrusts. 

TWELFTH: All books, portraits, pictures, paintings, 

ene avings, etchi hold omaments and 

bric-a-brac, in my said Brooklyn house and also in said 

house at ystic, which I rre.y own at my deat h, I 1 ive and 

bequeath to my sister fo he lif e, and after her death to 

my said nephe illiam I. Spicer. 

~HIRTE~NTH: I direct that all the legacies herein­

before given, shall be paid by my executors, from my pe -
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sonal estate, or proceeds of my personal estate, not from 

my real estate or its proceeds and tm.t the legacies iven 

in trn First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Eighth, Ninth 

and 'renth paragraphs hereof, shal 1 be pa.id at the expira ion 

of six months after my cwcease . 

FOURTEENTH: I authorize and empower my said Execute 

to sell and convey, at either public o private sale, and 

on such terms as to payment as they may deem bes1,, any o 

all of the real estate which I rray own at the time of my 

death , excepting only said premi ses kno vn as Number Seven 

(7) South Oxford Street, B ooklyn, ani said house and 

grounds at ystic. 

T TH: t 

the estate both eal and personal which I may own or have 

a. right to at the ti me of my death and not hereinbefo e 

given o devised, I give and devise to my said sister Sarah 

Dickinson, of Brooklyn, New Yo k, and rey brothe Levi Spi­

cer, of Noank, Connecticut , to be divided equally between 

them. 

S I XT EEN'rH : I direct that no secu ity whatever b re-

qui d from eithe o m 

either of the Trustees he einbefore named. 

SEVEN'rEENTH: All the pow $, authority and discre-

tion iven and confer ad by this ill upon said Trustees, 

I ive and confer upon uch of them as shall a.ct, and the 

survivors and survive of those acting, as fully in all 

respects, as if all were living and acting. 
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EIGHTEENTH: I nominate and appoint !I\Y sister, said 

Sarah Dickinson, my f iend Henry R. Mallo y, both of Brook­

lyn, New Yo k, and my nephew William I. Spicer, of Noank, 

Connect icut, Executo s of t his my Last Will and 're stament , 

and direct that no bond or securit be qui ed of any one 

of them and ive to vach of hem who shall act as Executor 

Five thousand dollars, as compensation in lieu of ~crnmis­

sions allo ed by law and the qualifying and acting as Ex­

ecutor by any one of them, shall be taken as an acceptance 

by him or he , of such compensat ion in lieu of legal com­

missions. 

NINElflEEN'I'H: All the powers, autho ity and discret i on 

eiven and confe eti by his ~'ill up:m said Execut o s I ~ive 

and confe upon such of them as shall qualify end c , and 

the survivors and survivor of those acting, as fully in all 

respects as if all were living and acting. 

IN WifNESS WHEREOF, I, ELIHU SPI CER, have to 

this my last Will and ~esta?ffint written on the eight pre­

ceding pages and on this page, set my hand and seal this 

Twelfth day of June Ei hteen hurrl ed and ninety-one. 

nesses: 

( Inte lineations and erasu es 
noted above signature of 
wit,nesses.) 

• 

Attestation clause si ned by wi nesse . 

L. 
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