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Met pursuant to adjournment. 

Present-.THoMAS B. HEWITT, Esq., 
Counsel for Cla-i'rnant. 

G. G. FRELINGHUYSEN, Esq., 
For tke United States. 

ELIHU SPICER, Jr., a witness produced on behalf of the 
claimants, having been by me first>duly cautioned and sworn 
to tell tl1e truth, t,hP whole trnt}G'lnd notffingbutThe t,ruth, 
relating to matters to he inquired about here1n, and being 
examined by Mr. HPwitt, uonnsel for claimants, did depose, 
testify a11d say a" follows : 

Q. 1. W bat is your name, age, reside11c~ aud occupation? 
A. Elihu ~µicer , Jr.; age 57; residence, Brooklyn, New 

York ; shipping com mission merchant, as member of the 
firm of C. H. Mallory & Co., of this city; our principal busi­
ness is rnnning lines of steamers from New York to Florida, 
New York to Galveston and Key \Vest, a nd New York to 
Nassan anu Matanzas; we also own and rnn sailing vessels. 

(J. 2. Have you b11ilt, or superintended the building of 
vessels, •or owned '/PSsel prnperty, or bougl1t or sold the 
sa111e; if so, to what extent and how long~ 

A. I rnwer built, but have snperintended the building of 
vessels; I began to superintend the building of vessels in 
1848, ::it Mystic, Connecticut, town of Stonington; the first 
ship yard in which I superintended the building of vessels 
was owned by Peter Forsyth, and the yard was sold during 
the superintendence of my first vessel to Charles Mallory; 
I have superintended the building of vess1->.ls from that time 
to the present, and am still doing so; I owned in the first 
vessel I superintended in 1848, a11d more or less in all since; 
1 own parts of twelve vessels at I.he present time ; have con­
tinuously owned vessel property, more or less, since 1848; I 
have also bought and sold interes ts in vessels,; when I said I 
have not built ve8sels, I meant I was not a mechanic; I have 
bought and sold internsts in vessels, more or less, since 
1850. 

Q. 3. Were you superintending the building, of any ves-
sels in 1854 1 

A. I was. 
Q. 4. What vess,~ l and where 'I 
A. The ship "Samuel Willets," at Mystic, Connecticut, 

in Mallory's yard. 
Q. 5: About what was her tonnage 1 
A. I think about 1,300 tons. 
Q. 6. Did you own in her 1 
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A. I did. 
Q. 7. What other l::irger vessels were being built at Mys­

tic at the same time ~ 

A. I think the sl 1ip ' ' E. F. Will e tts" and Llie ship 
'' H1:1.rvey Birch.'' 

Q. 8. vVh o bu il t tlie sh ip "Harvey Bird1? ' ' 
A . Irons & Grinnell. 
Q. 9. Do you know what tlt eir reputation was as ship 

hnilders; if so, please state ~ 

A. rrhei1· rep utation as ship builder~ was first -class ; they 
had been in the lmsiuess a good many years and were well 
kno wn. 

Q. 10. Do yon whether any membPr of the firm of Irons 
& Grinm·ll is now· living? • 

A. No ; th ey are both dead. 
Q. 11. Did you see the sh ip "Harvey B.irch ' ' while on 

the stocks ; if so, about how often? 
A. I used to see her about every day or so ; I could see 

h er from my honse. 
Q. 12. Did yo n examine her while on the stocks, suf­

ficiently to know of what rrrn teri a ls and in what manner she 
was built? 

A. I saw her often while on the stocks and went through 
·her ::;ufficient to give me a general idea of lwr constructi on. 

Q. 13. Do you know whether Irons & Grinnell completed 
or equipped the ship, or did they on ly build the hnll a nd 
spars? 

A . . I think they only built the hull a nd spars and top 
iron work; I mean the iron work a ttached to the hull and 
not to tlie sp:ns ; that was the u sual custom among contrac­
tors at tl1at time. 

Q. 14. About what, at that time, in your opinion, was the 
relative cost of the hull , spars a nd top iron work of such a 
ship, to her whole cost when completed, rigged ancl equippP-d 
for sea~ 

A . I don't know the ratio of that :,hip, but we. used to 
reckon at that time about forty -one dollars per ton for the 
hull, spars and top irou work, and a.uo nt twelve to fifteen 
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dollars additional on ordinary ships, for the adclitio1rnl rig­
g ing a nd equipment, not including any spare ri gging or sup­
plies ; I think the " Harvey Birch" won ld reach fifteen dol­
la rs pt>r ton for equipment, as s he was an extraordinary well 
fitt ed vessel , this does not include a ny extra rigging. 

Q. 15. Do yon recollect whet lier the manner in which the 
"Harvey Birch" was bein,g cons tr11e ted under Captain Nel­
son's superint endence, was a matter of rem a rk a mong ship­
ping men at Mys ti c ; t ha t is, whether or not she was more 
t han ordinarily expensive 1 ,, 

A. It was. Tlrn re ma rk was that Capta in Nelson wanted 
every thing of first q u:;i,lity and ample in qu a nti ty, so much 
so that they rather thongh t he bordered on extra vagance. 

Q. 16. Did y ou occasionall y see the "llarvey Birch " 
after sl1 e was la un ched 1 

A.. I clid ; I sa w her in and out of,.port. 
Q. 17. When cl id you las t see hed 
A . I think it was in the fore part of November, 1861, at. 

H avre, just previous to her destrnction. 
Q. 18. Did you go on board of her 1 
A. I think I did ; I was alongside of her. if not on board 

• of her; I tl1ink I was on boa rd of her. 
Q. 19. What condition was shP in at tlrn t time 1 
A. Good condi tfon. 
Q. 20. , iV hat, in your opinion, was her value in N ovem­

ber , 1861 1 
A. I should say she was worth about seventy thousand 

d oll ars . 
Q. 21. How long ha ve you known Cnptain William H. 

N elson'/ · 
A. Since 1854. I made his acquaintance at Mystic when 

he was snperintending t he building of the "Harvey Birch," 
a nd ha ve known him ev_er since. 

Q. 22. Do you kn ow wh at reputation he bears~ 
A . He bears a very high reputation as a man, and is con­

sidered a competent shipmaster. 
Q. 23. How di d s hips built at Mysti c generally class ; 
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that is with Rhips built at other places in the United 
States~ 

A. 'l'hey alway s had the higli est chiss. 

Crass-exa'1ni11td' by Mr. Frelinghuysen: 

X-Q. 24, How do yon rem ember what tlie price of a sllip 
was per ton .in 1854 ~ 

A. Well, we nsed to consider that a ship, when com­
pleted, cos t us about fif ty -five dollars per ton; the outfits 
was a vart of the bnsiness that came under my superint,,nd­
ence specially. 

X-Q. 25. For how Jong a period did that rate per ton con­
tinue? 

A. It varied from yeal' to year a littl e. not more than one 
or two dollars per Ion; I should judge it contiuu ed so up to 
about 1860 .. 

X-Q. 26. How mud1 ur what per cent. would tlte value of 
a ship diminish by each year of her age ? 

A. That is very variable. It would depend somewhat 
upon the trade she was engaged in and how she was k ept 
up. I slionld think two to two and one half per cent., say . 
two and a half per cent. 

X-Q. 27. How clo you get at the figure seventy thousand 
qollars as the value of the " Harvey Birch " in 1861 ? From 
actual sa les or purchases made by you at tha t time 1 

A. From purchase made by me a co~ ple of years prior 
to that. 

X-Q. 28. Had not the price of ships varied very much in 
two years? 

A. Not very much. 
X-Q. 29. Was the vessel yon purchased of similar class ? 
A. Of similar class, but a little s maller. 
X-Q. 30. What did she cost? 
A. Sixty-five thousand dollars. 
X-Q. 31. What was her tonnage ? 
A. About 13,000 tons. 
X-Q. 32. How old was she 'I 
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A. She was built in the latter part of 1856 or the fore 
part of 1857. 

X-Q- 33. Now as a matter of fact, is it not the custom 
among ship owners to mark off ten per cent. of the cost of 
their ship each year ·1 

A. I don't think it is ; we never had such a cnstom ; 
sometimes ship owners made al.lowance of ten per cent. for . 
in·terest and depreciation. 

X-Q. 34. YVhich at seven per cent. interest leaves three 
per cent. per annum for depreciation 1 

A. It would, in that cnse ; that is a question of opinion 
among ship owners ; some ilo it and some do not. 

Re-direct by Mr. Hewitt : 

R-D-Q. 35. When you mentioned fifty-five dollars per ton 
did that include any spare sails or rigging 1 

A. lt did not ; it irwluded no spare sail:,; or outtit. 
R-D-Q. 36. Did you mt>an to base your opinion of the 

valne of the " Harvey Birch " solely upon that one purchase 
you mentioned '1 

A. Not altogether, but upon my general knowledge ·of 
the value of slJipping property at that time. 

Sworn to before me. 

JOSEPH GUTMAN, JR. , 

Commissioner . 

Adjourned to March 31, 1883. 

E. SPICER, .JR. 
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NEW YORK, March 31, 1883. 

Metpursnant to adjournment. 

Present-Counsel as before. 

DEPOSl'fION OF HENRY .B,. A. MEYERS. 

H ENRY .B'. A . MEYERS, a witness of lawful age, prod uced 
on the part of ,the claimants, having been hy me first d.nl y 
caut ioned to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth, rela ting to the ma tters to be enquired about herein, 
and being examined by Mr. Hewitt, counsel for claimants, 
did testify and say : 

Q. 1. What is yo ur na me, age, residence and occupa­
tion ? 

A. . Henry F. A. Meyer ; 61 years of age ; residence 424 
Tompkins a venue, Brooklyn; I a m Snrveyor- General for the 
American Lloyds, 26 Burling Slip, and have been so since 
1877. 

Q. 2. Do the American Lloycls keep a register of ships 
showing their classifi cation 1 

A. Yes, sir; in the form of pri ntecl books. every year, 
and supplemented every month. • 

Q·. 3. Di d they k eep such register in 186 1. 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. 4. Have yo u the . ~merican Lloyd R egister here for 

that year ; if so, produce it. 1 
A. Yes, sir ; this is the book. 
Q. 5. Does th e book Rhow the classifi cation of th e ship, 

"Harvey Bi rch 'I " 
A. Yes, si r. 
Q. 6. Will yon p lease read i1er recoi·d from th e book 1 
A . Her record is on page 46, and No. 1, 105, and reads as 

fo ll ows : 
" Harvey B irch."-W. H. Nelson,captain; class A 1-; tons 

1,482; 3 decks; draft 22; wood 0. C.; fas tened C. I. ; metaled 
May, '59; bnilt 1854 (where and hy who111 ) Mystic, Ct., 
Iron s & Grinnell ; belonging to port of New York ; owners 
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