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SUMMARY INFORMAT ION

Name GLORY ANNA II
Type: Block Island cowhorn

Rig: Two-masted, gaff headed with lapping foresail

Dimensions: 22%' x 9!

52232253 L. Howard, Wickford, Rhode Island
Donor: MHA purchase funded by Mr. Thomas Wilcox

Notable Characteristics:

Double-ended lapstreak keel boat of heavy displace-
ment. Undecked except for ends. Long straight keel with
considerable drag. Considerable deadrise, flaring top-
sides and slack bilges. Posts are straight with consider-
able rake. Five thwarts with their knees give the hull
much of its strength.

Information:

After considerable research, Mr. Paule Loring had
this boat built with her hull duplicating that of the
original GLORY ANNA, the last survivor of the once
numerous type. He used her as a yacht, sailing her out
of his hometown of Wickford, Rhode Island. With advanc-
ing age, he gradually cut down her rig, also adding a
pilot house for protection from the weather. The boat
was not used after his death in 1968 but was owned by
Johnson's Boatyard from whom the Seaport purchased her.
Mr. Loring was well known and loved for his ""Dud Sinker®
cartoons prepared each month for Maine Coast Fisherman.

History of Type:

The boats were used for handlining in Block Island
Sound, being small enough to be hauled up on the beach
at 01d Harbor, should the need arise. They were common
before the breakwater was built in 1873 after which
larger boats (30'-40') of the same shape and rig replaced
them. They have a very fine reputation for seaworthi-
ness which would be expected in a hull of this type,
properly sailed. Apparently most cowhorns were built on
the mainland in boatbuilding towns like Newport, R.I.
Masts are easily unstepped and as with all shore fishing
craft, provision is made for rowing.
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THE NEW ENGLAND DOUBLE ENDERS 141

conveniece of drowning, but also at having discovered one more uscful
‘kink’ devised by the resourceful Islanders.

There are several similarities which mark the New England double
enders as a group. As a rule they all have a sweeping sheer with high ends
and a low midsection. Many have raking stem and sternpost, and practi-
cally all have the S section aft which, though harder to build, makes a
great difference in the sailing qualities. The schooner rig takes prefer-
ence, with cat rigs of all kinds being popular. There is a noticeable sim-
plicity in rig, saving needless labor and expense, and lapstreak construc-
tion is used more than carvel, mainly for the boats where lightness is an
important factor. There tends to be a good deal of similarity between the
various types to the east of Cape Cod, and the jumble of names and slight
modifications make the subject a hard one to unravel. In the light of past
experience I have no doubt but that I will find other types that I have
overlooked. A topic such as this is subject to constant revision.

Finally, it seems to me that a yachtsman desirous of a rough, inexpen-
sive boat which will take him to sea in all weathers can find something
among the multiplicity of craft developed on this coast that will suit him
far better than a type imported from abroad. The proof of the question
lies in the satisfaction of those who have already tried it. .
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BLOCK ISLAND BOAT, 1875
Ricorp MopeL, usnMm 25825

The old Block Island boats, known as ‘“‘cowhorns,”
were noted for their seaworthiness. Originally built
to be launched from beaches, they were small craft
from about 18 to 26 feet long but, from the middle of
the 19th century on, larger boats, up to about 40 feet
gunwale length, were built, as these could work out of
the partial harbors built at various times prior to com=
pletion of the “Government harbor’ in 1873. Tradi-

" tion claims that only one of these boats was lost, but

the Customhouse records show that two were lost or
wrecked: the Vanderbilt was lost in November 1871,

. and the mail boat Thomas J. Lynch was wrecked in

1889 on Peaked Rock off Point Judith. Considering
the number of these boats and the exposed waters in
which they worked, this record is an excellent one.

The rig of these boats was 2-masted, with the fore-
mast stepped in the eyes of the boat; the masts were
usually of nearly equal height and with some rake.
The sails had short gaffs with single halyards; the
foresail was boomless and overlapped the mainsail; the
latter had a boom but the foot of the sail was not
laced, The boats were fitted to row.

The model represents a typical Block Island boat of
the small class in 1875; it illustrates a lapstrake,
double-ended, open keel boat having a straight kecel
with marked drag, raking straight sternpost with rud-
der hung outboard, raking and slightly curved.stem
with prominent stemhead, strong sheer, upright wash- .
boards along the gunwales for about two-thirds the
boat’s length, and fitted with thwarts and stern sheets.




Davis, Charles G., SHIPS OF THE PAST. (Salem, Mass=
achusetts: The Marine Research society, 1929)

CHAPTER I

BLOCK ISLAND BOATS AND PINKYS

7~ NO the man who really loves boats there is no greater enjoyment
|| than to cruise along the coast and anchor in every little out-of-the-

-~ way nook and corner. There he can see some of the local crafe,
swap yarns with the hardy men of the sea, and learn many things about boats
of all kinds, not to be found in books.

It is well-nigh impossible to accomplish this in any other way than by
boat. To reach the haunts of these men and see their craft, as one should see
them, in use and not abandoned or hauled up for the winter, is impossible
by auto or any shore conveyance, for some of the best specimens may be
found where there are no passable roads. Some are on islands or are found
when you bear up for a harbor behind some breakwater, on the approach of
a storm, and there discover some of the oddities of the sea— craft you
couldn’t find in any other way than just by chance.

Many years ago (in 1894) when we dropped our hook in the salt pond
at Block Island, landlocked amid green rolling hills, marked off into farms
by snake-like stone walls; to us, the chief characteristic of the landscape
was a fleet of scoop-sheered, wide, lap-strake, two-masted sailing boats hud-
dled along the shoreline. Moored '
to poles almost as big as their
masts, the spars of these boats
made a maze of sticks like that
seen at the famous catboat dock
at Newport, Rhode -Island. We
were interested in all kinds of il B
boats and wanted to see those in , cz.\:-;__:-—-’-’;‘df:i—w
Pole Harbor on the eastern shore,
and after tramping across the F16. 1. CAaTBOATS AT NEWPORT, R. L5
island we found three of them. N 1894
They were real old Block Island
double-enders, bilged, busted and rotting and half full of sand. We had

a good opportunity to study the lines of these wonderful sea boats that
could cross Nantucket Shoals when no other craft could live. In the outer
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SHIPS OF THE PAST

basin rode a dozen or more of these hardy little craft moored to tall stakes
in the cove sheltered by 2 newly-built stone breakwater. :

Later, when we sa ailed across to the mainland and dropped anchor in
Newport harbor, what should we see, close aboard of us, but a peculiar Ii
oonm, the hz’m.raf Belle, the most famous Block Isl:md{,r ever built. I
per, in years gone by, had the contract from the Government to carry

mails to Block Island and carrythem she did, winter and summer, blow
high or blow low. Some of her trips
were made when seamen declared no
boat could live outside Newport har-
bor.

I made a sketch of her just as she
was then rigged, with all the top-
hamper of a full-fledged, two-mast-
ed schooner, topmasts, crosstrees,
backstays, triatic stay and all, like a
Gloucesterman; but the plank lashed
under her stout bowsprit, with its

Fic. 2. Tue Island Belle pulpit and spear, and the line-wound

casks aft on deck, showed that she

was then being used as a swordfisherman. With such a complicated rig she

never would have carried the mails as she formerly did. When she was in

her pr me, she had two long, unstayed, tapered masts with very short-

headed gaff sa .:'ls the rig known as the Block Island rig. The R/ode I n‘m’/
another f shkiller that rounded to and anchored near her, carried this rig

We lay nine days, fog'and storm bound, in Newport harbor, with a ﬂu,L
oftwcnty mhtGlouccsterﬁ shing 9chooncr% anchored around us. I sketched

several and we visited many of them, their skip-
pers only too glad to have company to relieve the

monotony of enforced idleness. Three times the
q ; .

leet attempted to leave. Sail was hoisted and an-
chors hove up to such an accompaniment of flap-

"ﬂ

sk

th

'J
cIm

el ﬂ.,_:u_ﬂ ping canvas, clanking windlass pawls and mer-
;:‘_4_‘___“:*—— rily sung chanteys as only a fleet of sailing ves-
F16. 3. Brock IsLanp Boar SL?SHC:m PIEGEES. Each schooner’s crew, vying
Rhode Island with the others, jumped to its work. It seemed

% like the start of a yacht race; one of the old-
asmoncu kind where boats started from an anchor. The schooners looked

:- C‘ flock of 5“’0'3}3‘"1"‘ sea rruHs, their white sails brilliant with rounding
shadows in the bright sunlight, the deep blue sea water rolling over into

4
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BLOCK ISLAND BOATS AND PI\T(YS

1psuds under each schooner’s bow as they tacked and retacked, ca-
acefully under the puffs of a brisk new so’-w est W ind, As they
5}1 he narrow, rock-bound channel, past th ]
'S , they met an impenetrable bank
sea and the whole fleet turned tail and sallt.u bac
nux} back to the anchorage where they came from.
tempt, we, t0o, ran out to
g before we were swal-
rs t“:‘u clung, wet and clam-
;1Tmo~%t up to the oid

_~.'\';.U.a_‘. ea lm,um, q.;cnoxuumuo lled
up our 5:11'15 ;ust as the sun set in a shimmer-
ing mass of gold. Here we found four old
hale :«'::;'pu, stripped of their gear, lying
tied up at the ‘Ou:}{ and although we went
ashore and spent a day ioo.\mg them over
—at their huge anchors and big casks of
ale o1l stored on the 1 h.m.ty old wooden
pier—we didn’t then consider it worth while
to record t}:c"r names. They were only old “blubber hunters,” anyway. But
[ made a sketch of them as seen from the deck of the old cutter Pelican,
owned by my f: iend Commodore C. M. Connelly of New Rochelle, N. Y.

At Edgartown, on the island of

. "ineyard, we found an

g schooner rotting away

the pfcr, the clumsy wooden

F16. 4. GLoucEsTER FIsHING
SCHOONER Kearsarge

Y1

1at c.mlguu_u her side un-

X o
5> Ul
1
|

, L.t.“u“lff her vocation.
And so it is with each locality
] from Maine to
[exas, each | oducing different
’'pes; a model that has either
oved by experience best adapted
to the work it has to perform an
the waters it has to work in or else
t type which the settlers in those

_-u;-u,m had used in the land from whence they came.. Down in the Gulf
Pensacola, for instance, the fleet of ]
at Pensacola, for » the Tleet of red-snapper fishing schooners are

5

F16. 5. Active ar NEwPorT, 1894




SHIPS OF THE PAST

nearly all Gloucester fishing schooners that have been purchased by the
Bluenose fishermen who have settled there and they are intermixed with 2
few little schooners that were built at Key West or Nassau. At Tarpon
Springs, Florida, there is a large settlement of Greeks who use a double-
ended boat, very similar in model to the old Block Island boat. They are
sponge fishers, which is the sole industry of this place. It is one of the sights
that tourists go miles to see on a Sunday when there will be a fleet of nearly
fifty of these high-sheered, brilliantly painted boats tied up with their bows
‘butted in to the long wooden pier built along the shore of the river.

In the Watercraft Collection in the United States Museum at Washing-
ton, D. C., are scale models of many of the various types of vessels used
along the seacoast and it makes a most interesting collection to a lover of
nautical affairs. There, side by side,
one can compare the sharp Chesa-
peake “pungie” and “bugeye’ with
the clumsy looking, high-sided,
blunt-ended “heel tappers,” ‘“dog-

.bodies,” Chebacco boats and pinkys
of the New England coast.
: Fortunately the lines showing the
Fro. 6. OLp WHALE SHIP AT model or shape of the hull of some
New BEDFORD IN 1894 of the Block Island boats have been
preserved to us by two enthusiastic
fellow yachtsmen, long since dead. John Hyslop, who for years was the
official measurer of the New York Yacht Club, made a special visit to Block
Island in the summer of 1881 and took measurements and from the build-
er at Newport, R. L., he obtained the lines of the Island Belle which are here
reproduced. In the summer of 1906 Martin Coryell Erismann took off the
lines of the Dauntless and in 1911, after buying the old Lena M. of Block
Island and finding her too far decayed to repair, after sailing her up to
Marblehead, he took off her lines and had a new boat built from them which
he named the Roaring Bessie*

Though these boats were all built by “rule of thumb,” a strong family
resemblance is noticeable. Most of them, in later years, were built at New-
port, R. I., by Benjamin Caswell, and prior to his time Deacon Sylvester
D. Mitchell, at Block Island, turned out between 1850 and 1875, such suc-
cessful craft as the Active, Dauntless, Sappho, and the former mail boat
Thomas Lynch and many others. Prior to his time, away back in Revolu-
tionary days, John Rose was the principal boat-builder on Block Island,
and he was succceded by Lemuel B. Rose.

# See Rudder for April, 1912. 6
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SHIPS OF THE PAST.

The lumber for building these boats was obtained from the mainland for
there were not trees enough on the whole of windswept Block Island to
build half the fleet that tied up in Pole Harbor. Fifty-five boats were owned
there in 1857. These boats were ballasted with stones and on the approach
of bad weather they could be lightened by throwing out this ballast. They
would then be dragged up on the beach by a yoke of oxen, for Block Is-
land is so exposed, to the open ocean, that its shores g
a terrible pounding during a gale.

In fair weather these boats tied up, bow and stern, to
oak poles sunk about six feet into the sand, their tops
standing above water ten to fifteen feet. There were
over a thousand of these poles at one time and though
many of them were pulled up when the Government
built a2 new stone breakwater at the old or east harbor,
as late as 1876 there were still remaining seven hundred
and fifty of these poles.

Mr. Hyslop’s description of the Block Island boat, as printed in 1884, is

as follows:
(14

b
ct

F16. 7. Brock
IsLanp Boar

. « . About sixty fishing boats are owned on the island; they vary in
length from about twenty feet to a little short of forty feet and, with one
exception, no Block Island boat has been lost during the present century.
The only recent instance of loss occurred a few years ago by a boat strikin
a sunken rock near Point Judith. Thenext preceding loss was that of 2 sma
craft under twenty feet long, and occurred over ninety years ago; she left
port and was not heard of again.

“Until 1877 these boats carried the mails and furnished the only means
of communication with the mainland. The Island Belle was engaged in this
service and through winter and summer the trips were made in regular
course. The Island Belle, like the rest, is entirely open, with the exception
of the small space forward of the foremast, a similar

extent of deck aft, and a space between the second and
third thwarts of about six feet, fore and aft, which is

or
=]

-y
11
14

boarded in to form a cabin. The space between this and
: the next thwart is vacant, with a dividing pa~*ition run-

Fic. 8. Brock b SN . . 4 o
B Bosr ning rore and aft, and is available for cargo. ‘I'he next
space has also a partition in it, and contains the ballast,
which consists of large stones picked off the beach; this can, of course, be
very readily shifted to windward or thrown overboard if required, though

it is not often that either of these things is done.

“The gunwale of these boats is about 4% inches wide by 2 inches deep
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SHIPS OF THE PAST

and has holes or sockets in a line near its outer edge, and about 1% feet or 2
feet apart. When they are being sailed gunwale to, or when spray is com-
ing in to windward, light boards, one inch by twelve inches, and in sections
about ten feet long, can be used in the waist or as far along as may be desired,
to build up the sides and keep water out. These boards have bolts or pegs set
off from the inner sides. The boards are bent round on the outside of the
gunwale and the pegs are driven down into the sockets which are indicated
by dots on the gunwale lines in the accompanying drawing.

“The boats are all lap-strake, of 78 inch cedar, on two inch bent oak
frames, spaced about 1 3 inches from centers, with bent floors put in between,
and extending halfway up the sides. They are all keel boats. In thisand in
some other points to be named, they differ from prevalent American cus-
tom. [ Mr. Erismann also noted the fact that these boats and those used by
the natives of the Isles of Shoals, off the New Hampshire coast, were of
the same type. |

“The sails are very narrow in the head. The mainsail has a loose foot,
the foresail is without a boom and the mainsheet has a traveler across the
sternpost or the little deck aft. The sails are liberally supplied with reefs,
namely, five rows of points in the foresail and four in the mainsail, but the
running gear is reduced to a minimum—one halyard for each sail.

“Block Island boats are handled by from two to five men and even by a
man and a boy. There is a rack carried across the after-deck with pinholes
a few inches apart. With sheets flat aft and a full press of canvas, the craft
jumps to windward in a very lively fashion. The helmsman would ther
stick a wooden peg or pin into the midship hole of this pin rack, put the
tiller on the weather side of it and go into the waist (the middle of the boat)
and with a boy’s help, pick up a weather-board, adjust it to the gunwale
quite deliberately, and resume his steering when he was ready. When he
wanted to go about he would put his helm down, jam it upon the chafing
strake and behind the gunwale and go forward to help the boy to haul the
foresheet; the mainsheet would, of course, travel over without attention.

“These boats can be worked to windward under the foresail alone or un-
der part of it and when caught in a hard blow on the fishing grounds, ten
or fifteen miles off shore, they will get under sail and make their way into
harbor, leaving schooners (much larger vessels) lying to and unable to fol-
low them until the weather moderates. [This is where the double-ender
or pink—sterned boat excels, as the sharp stern presents a shape, sharp like
the bow, to the oncoming sea and parts it without the boat being pushed
ahead at a mad, racing speed as it would be if the stern presented a flat tran-
som to the sea. ]

10
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Those of the Island Belle measured nine inches in diameter at the foot and
about three inches at the head, or top. They are made of spruce and are with-
out shrouds or stays of any kind. :

“The nearest customhouse or port of entry being Newport, these Block
Island boats all have to register there and that is why, though owned at
Block Island, Newport is painted on the stern as their hailing port.”

The Dauntless, when Mr. Erismann took her lines off in 1906, was par-
tially decked and his description of her is as follows:

“The boats are decked from the bow to about two feet aft of the main-
mast, this deck being about eight inches below the waterway, which is six
inches wide. The deck is pierced by a sliding hatch, which gives access to a
cuddy about ten feet long with about four feet of headroom. The after end
of the cuddy is shut off by a bulkhead and the compartment forms a hold
about five feet, fore and aft, with a square hatch in the deck.

“Aft of the break comes the cockpit, fitted with two heavy thwarts act-
ing as braces and tying the boat together. The construction is fairly simple,
the boats being lap-straked planked with cedar about 34 inch thick. The
frames are laid.on the flat and are 138 x 124, about ten inches center to
center. There are no bilge keelsons, but the main strength lies in the gun-
wale. The shelf is of yellow pine, 6 x22% inches, and to this are kneed the
thwarts, which act as mast partners; and hanging knees are also fitted. Out-
side, heavy rubbing strakes of oak and pine take the wear. The keel is about
3)% inches thick with a 3 x 3 inch keelson and floors, five inches deep. A
fish well is fitted in the cockpit, in which the ship’s pump empties.”

The dimensions of the Dauntless were as follows:

“The masts are all made very small at the top and with a straight taper.

-t
.

Length on deck . .
Length on water-line
Breadth over gunwales
Breadth at water-line
10 S R e
Least freeboard .
Freeboard at bow i
Freeboard at stern . AL : in.
ke R S ey S Sy R
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The Dauntless was evidently an open boat, built with the same arrange-
ment of thwarts as was the custom, but at some later date she had been
decked over at the forward end. Today, summer visitors to this quaint old
island see nothing but motor-driven boats with, maybe, an apology of a
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The Brock Istanp Boar. Two local types of two-masted

" craft, the Chesapeake bugeve and the Fain Haven sharpie
v i o J i ’
unique in hull and rig, have been described above; the Block

such type, not less remarkable in its
characteristics and 1g in its history,

Descriptions of « have appeared in various yachting
magazines. Mr. Joha . iyslop, the designer and for many years
the official measurer for the New York Yacht Club, published
in the London Field of December 15, 1883, and in Forest and.
Stream of January 3, 1884, a description and drawings based
on his own observation. Mr. Martin C. Erismann, also a
trained designer and a student of the history of American
sailing craft, whose work was unhappily cut short by death,
described the boats in Forest and Stream, I"cbrt::‘;r}' 16, 1907,
and had a replica of the last of them built from his own meas-
urements in 1911, In 7ke Rudder of April, 1912, pages 261~
268, Mr. W. M. Thompson gave a full description of the
Block Island boat and of Mr. Erismann’s reproduction, with
lines, sail plan and many photographs. There is a very good
model by Boucher in the Peabody Museum at Salem and an-

, other, less perfect, in the National Museum.

Figure 36 is an outline of the sail plan and lines—for in
this boat rig and hull must both be considered—redrawn from
the plansin Mr, Thompson's article. The details deserve care-
ful notice, since they tell the story of the rig. The masts taper
from the deck and are without stays; the foremast is up in the
bow, and the after mast is almost exactly amidships. The gaffs

- are very short, with single halyards. The foresail is a little
the higher, but considerably narrower on the foot and less in
area; it has double sheets, without boom; the mainsail has a
boom, to which it is not laced. It is an out-and-out Dutch rig.

On some boats a plank might occasionally be seen project-
ing from the bow. It was a swordfish stand, not a bowsprit,
and no sail Tas set on it. But the largest boats were sometimes
schooner rigged, with topmasts and a bowsprit, as Casco Ba
boats and bugeyes added a jib to their two-masted rig. In For-
est and Stroxm of February 23, 1907, there is a sketch of a
'/ Block Island hull with schooner rig, which shows also the

++o .~ pwordfish stand and the pole lashed across it in proper fashion,

. ]
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130 THE Fore-and-Aft Rig 1IN AMERICA

, The hull, too, tells its own story, a different story. The lap-
“streak planking, the sharp bow and stern with rudder on tl
stern-post, the long raking keel, the sharp sections and tl
flare at bow and stern—these are, if they are followed back fa:
enough, as clearly Scandinavian as the rig is Dutch.

1€

e

For many years these boats were used only about Block
Island and were the only boats used there for fishing. Mr.
Hyslop records that in 1883 there were about sixty of them,
ranging from twenty to forty feet in length. In 1875 few of
the boats had been recently built; some of them would cer-
tainly have dated back to 1850 or even 1825, for they were
strongly built and well kept up. The tradition of the island
was that they had “always” been used there, and it would be a
safe guess to give the type a life of a round century. The only
one now afloat is Mr. Erismann’s reproduction, which.is a
scrupulously exact copy to the minutest details, except that it
is carvel-built; it was still used as a cruising yacht as late as
1925, with its home port in Fox Island Thoroughfare in
Maine.

The original boats were fishing boats for use in the open
waters about Block Island, and they were admirably suited
to this purpose. The testimony to their excellence as seaboats,
not merely from their owners, but from unprejudiced observ-
ers like Hyslop, Erismann and Thompson, is unanimous and
enthusiastic. The freeboard amidships seems rather low for
a partially open boat—and the smaller boats were quite open
—but this was to some extent corrected by the use of movable
washboards and was explained by the convenience in handline
fishing. A study of the complete lines in 7'/e Rudder would
show that the boat would not be stiff; the sail area was there-
fore not large, and with the single halyards and the narrow
head of the sail reefing would be easy and effective. Prettier
bow and buttock lines and water lines it would be hard to find.
Taking all the qualities together, it may be said with confi-
dence that no other local type, with the possible exception of
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Two-masted LARGE BOATS 5 B

the sharpie, was so well adapted to its peculiar situation and
use.

The rig, it was said, is Dutch. During the first half of the
seventeenth century many drawings show a two-masted short-
gaff rig without headsail. Van Konijnenburg, Shipbuilding
from its Beginnings, has two, clearly reproduced, but without
date or source. There is a good drawing of the rig with de-
tails well shown in a print of a Dutch sea-fight, also undated,
but surely of the seventeenth century. Clark, Yachkting, has
two; one is a reproduction of a very beautiful drawing in
India ink on parchment; the other is dated 1638, a review of
yachts, showing about a dozen of these rigs in the foreground
and many more in the background. Plate XXIV is from a
print in the British Museum, signed by S. Savry (or Savery),
who died about 1664; this gives the rig in clear detail, though
the fact that the craft is before the wind and is winged out
makes it difficult to reconstruct the shape and size of the sails.
These, however, are shown on the boat in the background,
which is reproduced separately on a scale approximately that
of the original print (figure 37). The elaborate decorations of
the hull should not be overlooked nor the figures on deck; the
well-dressed skipper—for this is a yacht—is making a cour-
teous gesture of acknowledgment to his passengers, who are
pledging him with upraised glasses—the lady’s quite prop-
erly the smaller; another passenger has gone forward to smoke
his long pipe and listen to the yarns of the bearded deckhand;
the sea is smooth, but the unfortunate by the rail does not
think so and is wishing he hadn’t come. -

The similarity of the Dutch rig and the American may be
seen in plates XXV, A, and XXV, B. Plate XXV, A, is re-
produced by the permission of the publishers from Chatter-
ton’s Fore and Aft, page 78. It is a sketch from a painting of
about 1642 in the museum at Rotterdam; I have not seen the
original, but the sketch may be presumed to be substantially
correct, Plate XXV, B, is from a photograph of Mr. Eris-
mann’s humorously named Roaring Bessie, the frontispiece to




132 THE Five-and-Aft Rig IN AMERICA

The Rudder of November, 1911. The two boats can be the
more closely compared because they are of about the same size,
are on the same tack and are taken from the same angle. It is
not too much to say that the rigs are identical, the agreements
are so many and so characteristic, the differences so few and
unimportant. Both have tapering masts without side stays; the
foremast is well up in the bow, the mainmast more or less for-
ward of midships; the sails are of the peculiar short-gaff type,
with single halyards; the foresail is the smaller, the mainsail
has a boom, to which it is not laced. Over against these identi-
ties the differences are nothing; the Dutch boat has a forestay;
the modern boat has a tackle for the halyards and hoops in-
stead of the spiral lacing. The only difference that needs ex-
planation is that the modern foresail is higher, though still
somewhat smaller, than the mainsail, while all drawings of
the seventeenth century craft show the foresail lower and
smaller than the mainsail, and in consequence the mainmast
is further forward than on the American boat. Such a change
is precisely of the kind that may be made in any rig from the
desire to get more sail. The probability of a direct connection
between the two is strengthened by the fact that some of the
details of the Block Island rig—the true short-gaffs, the main-
sail not laced to its boom—were not to be seen on any other
American type in the nineteenth century. The only reasonable
explanation of these details and, indeed, of the whole rig is to .
regard it as a Dutch rig, which has survived with astonish-
ingly slight change from the early seventeenth century.

We have, then, two stages in the history of this rig; it was
used on yachts in Holland between 1600 and 1650, and was
‘again in use on American fishing boats between 1800 or a lit-
tle later and 1900. To complete the history evidence is needed
for the intervening time.

THE CHEBAcco Boat. During the period of th. Revolution
and for some time after there are many allusions to a kind of
boat that was much used about Cape Ann for fishing along
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Model of the Block Island boat showing interior arrangement and construction. In this model sand
bags were used to indicate the ballast of rocks which the boats customarily carried.

Photograph of the model showing four of the six ““lee boards" or wash boards in place. The remain-
ing two may be seen in the foreground on the table.

The last double ender,
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laylory William.H, "An Authentic Block Islan

AN AUTHEN

“Glory Anna Il Proves q Credit to Tradition

“Glory Anna 11" is a
true rcproductn'on, in
hull and sail plan, of
the Block Islond
"cowhorn boats of
the last century

A

.:i\ l'

don i d J .

R -y " v 1

TT)AULE LORING, the s;nih’ng antiquarian, artist

B and

gadgeteer of Wickford, R.I., has had a season’s sailing
-~/ his authentic reproduction of g Block Island “cow-

“n” boat ;1‘:111 is t]mmughly pleased with her. She caused
something of a stir when she sailed into the Old Harbor at
Slock Island Jast summer, and this year she’ll take part in
some activities of the Marine Iistorical Sociuly at Mystic,

Anna Il is 222" over all, 19’17 waterline, 9 heam,
draft, and carries two tons of inside field stone ballast
and 390 sq. ft, of up-and-down-cut canvas in her two
short-gaff sails, Her unstayed masts are cedar trees from
Rhode Island’s Great Swamp. She is planked and framed
with native cedar and ouk, lapstraked and copper-riveted in
the old manner. Her topsides are painted Block Island green,
with*red rub rails and a white band. Even her engine is in
character, being a 2k-hp. 2-cycle of a type that has changed
littke in 50 years. She was built at Wickford, R.I., under
Mr, Loring's supervision and launched last summer.

“In other words,” says Loring, who looks disdainfui}y
down his nose at “improved” and “Fancy Dan” versions of
the Block Islanders, “sho is the only true Block Island boat
afloat that has been built in recent years.”

Howard Chapelle, naval architect and authority on old
types of sailing craft, has contributed much advice to Glory's
dcsign and l)uilding, so Loring invited him down to Wick-
ford for a sail as soon as the new boat was in commission,

By WILLIAM H, TAYLOR

“lic took the tiller,” Paule writes, “tucked it
arm and in‘m:.;;i.i out a pipe the size and shape
phone, filled it up and pulfed, looked, , |
said—you guessed it~nothing. A day
clambake and when Chap was filled up with food and ac
puffing the saxophone I hinted I would be glad to know
what he thought of the boat. I know he enjoyed the clam-
bake. He said so.

“A week or two later we got a letter from Mrs. Chapelle
who said not to be surprised if Chap built a Block Island
boat for himself, as he liked Glory Anna so much.”

Su]:.\(:(;uuut]y a long letter from Chapelle affirmed this
approbation, ending “Now that I've scen Paule’s cowhorn
I'd sure like to chisel him out of her.” Some of his more
detailed comments follow:,

Snbsulllcnt:y, Paule sailed the Glory over to Block Island
where she was critically inspected |

pulfed,

l:ibonpe
Laker

by the veterans who,
true to form, kept their opinions to themselves. This, from a
Block Islander, is tantamount to a summa cum laude. Per-
haps the tip-off is the reaction of Walter Eddy, an old-timer
who lives “over south” on the islind and hadn’t heard
about Glory Anna II being: built, Seems, according to the
way Paule heard the story, Eddy looked out to sea one day
and spotted the Glory standing in. IHe blinked, ran into the
house for his binoculars, and took another long look. Then
he grabbed the telephone and started passing the word to
some of his cronies. “Honest to Codfish,” he is reported to
have broadcast, “there’s a Block Island boat off Southeast
Light. I wonder what old-timer is coming home.”

The Island tradition is that when the old double-enders
were fishing they “never lost a man or a boat.” One boat
was blown off in a gale and never heard from, but the
die-hards explained that her crew had probably decided to
leave the island anyhow, and sailed to the mainland. Maybe
Eddy thought that boat was coming homel!

(Continued on page 84)

We ‘waited hopefully
for the ultimate au-
thority to hand down

his  opinion
Eddy (right)
one of the
old-timers was coming
home when he sighted
“Glory Anna II”

Walter
thought

i 2;.;},"’"_(

-\'/ 2l Jv’\‘ulfn ':}"(; ‘r{‘\_',)"!_
" y . % ; =
g

(left).
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| The Rudder

. Edited by THOMAS FLEMING DAY

APRIL, 1912

OURAGE must be his who
would essay the unusual.
Man is a conventional an-
imal. He wears a hat of
a given shape and color
because a majority of the
men he knows wear simi-
lar hats. He builds a boat
on certain lines because
the designer or builder
tells him “that is the way
they are building them
now.” To such a degree
has conventionality and a
slavish following of fash-
jon possessed modern
yachtsmen that our mos{
expensive yachts, in their
respective classes, are as
alike as peas. Only the
trained eye can distin-
guish one boat from an-

{her in an up-to-date racing class, and then the feat is
ly performed by the aid of some distinguishing
rk of an ulterior nature, such as the color of a main-
il or of a cabin Even the owner of such a boat

st have some mark by which to distinguish his
from his neigh bor'-.oqtlnmmﬁ
o lives in a his

ROARING BESSIE

Winfield M. Thompson

tales. Why she should be termed “roaring” may be
known only to the originator of the name. DPossibly a
droll humor prompted him to register his views of the
conventional yacht, and conventional yachting names, in
that way. Yet the ancient dramatists bear him out in a
legitimate use of the word, for they often speak of “roar-
ing girles,” whose gay and frolicsome manners won
them this title, while “to roar along” in olden time meant
to go briskly. This latter sense was not overlooked by
the owner of Roaring Bessie, and a brisk-stepping lass
his ship proved to be.

Roaring Bessie roared, and made merry, among the

hts of the New England coast in the season of 911,
ike the sailor's sweetheart she was, and in every marine
picture of which she formed a part she looked like a
section of an old Dutch painting. William Vandervelde,
marine painter to Charles II, and his son, both painted
such craft. In a museum at Rotterdam is a painting

an unknown artist, dating from about 1642, of a rig
identical to that carried by Roaring Bessic, with the
short gaffs, Jug-foresail and mainsail not laced to the
boom, all in like aspect and proportion. It is not un-
reasonable to say, therefore, that Roaring Bessie, with
her rig three centuries old at least—for it was old when
p;‘linled in 1642—was the most striking American yacht
of 1911, .

er owner's fancy having led him to paint her pea-
green, she was striking for another reason. As soon as
she rose her stubby gaffs above the horizon she was
notable, and when she sailed, a green streak, across the
nearer view, no man could escape her presentment.
Therefore, wherever she appeared, the stranger asked:
“What kind of boat is that, and who owns her?”

The answer was usually promptly forthcoming: she
was a Block Island boat, the only one of her kind, and
her owner was Martin C. Erismann, a naval architect,
who was a member of the Corinthian Y. C. of Marbie-
head, and of the Boston Y. C. (Mr. Erismann is now
a resident of Seattle, Wash.)

Nine persons in tem, after critical observation of
Roaring Bessie, might be depended on to say, “Mr.

nn is welcome to her,” or words of like import.
The tenth man might remark that Mr. Erismann was a
man of original tastes, while all agreed that he had
courage.

It was the tenth man only who approximated an
understanding of Mr. Erismann’s purpose in building
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Lena M, Last of Her Hind at Block Ilsland

Roaring DBessie—for the boat was in her first season,
though of ancient rig and model. Mr. Erismann is a
student of the origin in everything relating to present
forms and customs in yacht-building. Indeed, I doubt
if any other man has given more thought than he to
what may be called the original documents in American
boat-building ; that is, the lines from which our boats
of to-day were developed. He has studied all that has been
written on the subject; but treating written knowledge
merely as second-hand, he has turned to the sources of
such knowledge, the early boats themselves. To do this
he was obliged to hunt up ancient boats on various parts
of the American coast, and also in Europe. He was
fortunate to have, as an aid in this work, affiliations
with Dboth hemispheres, for though an American---he
was born in New Jersey, being descended on the mater-
nal side from the old Coryell family, of Coryells Ferry,
now Lambertville—his father is a native of Geneva,
Switzerland, and there Mr. Erismann received his early
cducation.  Iiirst-hand knowledge of Furopean bhoats
merely whetted his appetite for the study of American
types, and their relation to Iuropean originals. After
finishing his naval-architecture course at Glasgow, there-
fore, now more than a dozen years agone, Mr, Lris-
mann, settling in his native America, began his study of
old American hoats.

While working for a shipbuilding concern in Mary-
land he had opportunity to study the ancient sloops of
the Chesapeake, and he hought one of the oldest he could
find. The shell-back he hired to assist him in making
this craft fit for service (of a somewhat limited char-
acter) was scen to tap his forchead significantly when
his employer’s back was turned, and whenever thev
satled forth instinctively he measured with his eye the
distance to shore on every tack. %

Going to New England, Mr. Erismann began the.

study of several types of New England boat of which

he bhad read, but which he had never seen before,-

- Among these he found

the pinkie the most inter-
esting , both on account of its importance in Amer-
jcan maritime history and its many good qualitics

from a technical point of view. Not many pin-
kies survive, but Mr. Erismann found one, in a

little harbor on the New Hampshire coast, and through
the courtesy of its owner, a wealthy Dostonian, was en-
abled to take off its lines. It was the first time, prol-
ably, that the lines of one of these craft built in Amer-
ica—the type is as old as the ships of Columbus—uwas
ever transferred from the actual hull to paper, on the
coast of New England at any rate, and the American
pinkie no longer exists anywhere else. i

It was in the course of his study of the pinkice that
Mr., Erismann found an excellent example of the Isles
of Shoals fishing boat—they were of the double-ender
type—and the lines of this he also transferred to parcr,
This boat he found lying under a hotel piazza on one
of the Isles of Shoals. The type has since become prac-
tically extinct, as not a single boat of the kind was afloat
at “The Shoals” in 1911,

Continuing to devote his time and means to his study

‘of ancient craft—for the Dbenefit of future generations

of naval architects, be it said, since he could hope for
no present gain from such pursuits—Mr, Erismann
turned his attention to Dlock Island boats, the most
celebrated type of working boat in America in the last
century, without question. When Mr, Erismann first
began to study the type there were several of the boats
afloat at Block Island. (A group of them are shown in
a photograph appearing in Tue Rupprr for March,
1912, in an article on Block Island.)

The yachting world had heard something of thern a
quarter century before, through an article prepared by
{th Hyslop—for many years measurer for the New

ork Y. C.—which was printed in the Field (London),
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under sail and make their way into harbor and lecave

; schooners (much larger vessels) lying to and unable to
q : follow.”

; Mr. Hyslop pointed out that only one of these boats
had been lost in a century, and that foundered after
striking a rock off oint Judith. The Island Delle was
used for transporting the mails to and from Newport,
20 miles away.

“It rarely happened that any delay was made on ac-
count of weather,” wrote Mr. Hyslop, “though it often
occurred that the crews had a rough time on the pas-
sage, and appeared at Newport with their sou’westers
and oil clothes thickly covered with frozen spray. The
boats sometimes carried to and from the mainland car-
goes for which their small size would appear to make
them little adapted, such as several tcams of oxen and
a lot of window sashes at the same time.”

Mr. Hyslop went out in the Island Delle in a strong
breeze, and noted that the boat was handled casily by a
man and a boy, though she was 38 feet 8 inches long,
and 13 feet 8 inches breadth of beam. Ile noted spe-
cially the use of portable “weather-boards” fixed to the
rails by means of pins, to keep out spray to windward
or wash to leeward, the boats being rather low-sided.
He also noted the characteristic pin-rack, for securing
the tiller. “With sheets flat aft,” he wrote, “a full press
of canvas, and the craft jumping to windward in a very
lively fashion (she had a very buoyant and springy
motion), the owner would stick a pin into the midships
hole of the pin-rack, put the tiller over the weather side
of it, go into the waist, and with the boy pick up a

-

A Viking Pose, Roaring Dessie

of December 15, 1833, together with the lines of one of Lt
the island boats, Island Belle. As the main points of
the type cannot be better presented than through the
words of this trained observer, who studied the boats
when they were the chief means of transportation for the
numerous inhabitants of a sea-girt island, I give the fol-
lowing extracts from his article:

“About sixty of these boats are at present (1883)
owned on the island. They vary in length from 20 to
10 feet. . . . The boats are all lap-strake
75-inch cedar plank on 2-inch bent oak frames spaced
13 inches on centers, with bent floor put in between and
extending halfway up the sides. They are all keel boats. |
(At that time also they were chiefly open boats, with'a
small decked space between the second and third thwarts,
for shelter and stowage.) The masts are all made very
small at the head, and with a straight taper, those of the
Island Belle measuring 9 inches diameter at the foot
and about 3 inches at the head. They are made of
spruce, and without shrouds or stays of any kind.
g The stem and stern-post rake, the mainsail
has a loose foot, the foresail is without a boom, the
main-sheet has a traveler across the stern. The sails
are liberally supplied with reefs, namely, five rows of
points in the foresail and four in the mainsail; but the

running gear 1S reduced to a minimum—one halyard for
meh sail i ; :

“] have not been able to hear of a single instance of
one of these boats being blown off. T have, however,
learned of cases where a five-reefed foresail had been
more than could be carried, and they have got into har-
bor under a mere scrap of canvas. I am told that they
can work to windward under foresail alone, or under
part of it, and that, when caught in a bad blow on the
fishing grounds, 10 of I5 miles off port, they will get . . _ Steering i Hueoll
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Closehauled

weather-board, adjust it to the gunwale quite deliber-
ately, and resume his steering when he was ready. When
he wanted to go about he would put the helm down, jam
it behind the gunwale and go off and help the boy to
haul the foresheet. The main-sheet of course would
travel over without attention. At about-this time I saw
near us a handsome fishing schooner, many times our
tonnage, under shortened canvas and diving bows under
at every plunge, while not even spray was coming aboard
us, and the weather-bpards were useful only in keeping
out the wash to leeward. There was some very nimble
dancing going on, however.”

With such laudation before him of a type of boat
that was historic for its notable services, and with the

knowledge that the type was passing, and thé last ex-

amples of it would disappear unless he did something
to preserve them, Mr. Erismann visited Block. Island,
with the intention of buying one of the boats. The one
he believed best adapted to his purpose, because of its
age, unfortunately sank at its moorings about this time,
ind was not raised. He made no purchase then, and
sther matters intervening to prevent it, he did not again
visit the island until 1910, after a lapse of some years.
He found that Time’s tooth had been gnawing deeply
nto the little fleet of island boats, and that but one
remained afloat. The present writer had been at the
island a few weeks before, and had seen this boat, the
Lena M—at least a half-century old—lying in the basin
of the Old Harbor, with a litter of discarded fishing
gear, old spars, boxes and odds and ends on her broad
deck, and had photographed her, with an eye to pre-
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serving, by this means at least, the lineaments of th

last of a noble line of craft.

To me the origin of the boats in the island—t)
means of their adaptation from Dutch originals—ya
an interesting subject of speculation, but nothing th;
I had read, in early island annals or elsewhere, threy
much light on the subject. The early settlers of t
island were English, from the Rhode Island mainland
There is a tradition in the island that an early wrec|
cast a number of Dutch immigrants on its shores, an,
there may be enough substance in this to account o
the introduction of a purely Dutch rig among th
islanders. .

Not only the rig, but the dimensions of the Lena )
were like those of early Dutch boats. Her length wa
about 32 feet, and her breadth about 12 feet. Like al
of her kind, she was a “double-ender.” As the last o
her kind this boat represented such changes as had bee;
made by the islanders in the arrangements of the boats
as a result of local experience. The original boats wer
open, or nearly so. Lena M was decked, with the ex
ception of the cockpit. There was a “cuddy” forward
with rather low headroom, and a galley under the dec}
aft of it. ,

I examined Lena M critically, for I never expecte
to see her like again, not having information, at tha
time, that Mr. Erismann proposed to perpetuate th
type by buying this boat, preserving her lines throug!
his technical skill, and building a replica of her, fo
another half-century’s preservation, with Fate’s consent

The enthusiasm of an antiquarian, a collector, :
dreamer of old dreams, drew Mr. Erismann to th
island, to secure that last boat. Cheerfully he paid th
owner’s price for the I.ena M, hired a sailorman, fitte
out the venerable craft, and sailed away Eastward. Her
again he displayed courage, for the old hull was n

‘longer sound, and you could feel the deck rise and fall

abreast the mainmast, as she rose and fell to the seas

The voyage of the Lena M, being the last made b
an original Block Island boat, is worthy of sentimenta
regard at least, and as recorded in the rough notes o
the boat’s log, set down by Mr. Erismann, its detail
cannot fail to interest the yachtsman, whatever his hom
waters. I present the log without elaboration:

Block Island, R. I., August 13, 1010.—At 2:30 a. m
cast off lines; was towed out near the bell buoy by :
fisherman ; made all sail in a light Southwesterly wind
Point Judith abeam at g:30. Wind freshened betweer
Point Judith and Narragansett Pier, Came into New
port with the tide. U.S.S. Georgia passed us abreas

View Showing Dech Arrangement
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for this was made, at a Quincy yacht yard, by pulling
out the ceiling in what had been the old fish-compart-
ments. Alas for the man who starts to rip out the in-
terior of a very old boat! He finds more than he had
bargained for. The owner of Lena M discovered a
condition of affairs that would have sadly upset his
confidence had he known of them before that trip around
Cape Cod. The boat’s timbers were so “dozy” in places
that he could pick out sections of them with his fingers.
He began picking, until it scemed that he could pick out
all the vitals of the boat. Then he quit long enough to
get a figure for having her framed out anew, and newly
ceiled, with a new deck and a few other things new.
When he received the builder’s estimate he backed out
of the shop. It was enough to have covered the cost
of the boat in the .days when she was built, and much
to spare. u AR GE
Having the means,of pursuing his experiments with
boats as he wished, Mr. Erismann decided to reproduce
Lena M. IHe took off her lines with his usual precision.
These lines, here reproduced, will serve for those of
Lena M’s successor, Roaring Bessie, since the new boat

was built to them strictly, the only changes made bein.r
in construction. The lapstreak plank was discarded in
favor of a smooth skin, and the frames were made 5
little heavier. The work was done by Lawley, and was
the equal -in every respect of a first-class yacht job.
Although the old builders at Block Island used to “war-
rant every nail,” and get out every picce of oak in 3
boat’s frame in the woods themselves, they could have
done no better work than that in Roaring Bessic.

In rig and deck details Roaring Dessic was an exact
copy of Lena M. Mr. Erismann’s professional exactne
went so far as to reproduce the flat forward deck, wh
gave scant headroom in the cabin. IHe could have |
more headroom easily by raising the deck, but said:
“That is not the way it.is in the original. This is g
historical copy. I will not change it.” So he had hut

5§

.4 feet headroom in his “cuddy,” and but 3 feet in the

galley, aft of it, under the main deck.

There was, however, a liberal hatch in the deck, and
the cook, sitting on a stool and tending the fish chowder
on the galley Shipmate, could view the scenery at the
same time. There was a small ice-box, a fuel locker and
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es mto a head sea, but rides it like a duck, and

1 the wind she is always inching to windward,
how hard it blows, Her sails are so seasily
reefed that one man can handle her without undue labor,
while two is an ideal crew. She steers perfectly and is
one of the few boats I have seen that will steer herself
indefinitely. 1 have no doubt that place her in steady
trade winds and she would repeat the performance of
ontinuous seli-steering for days attributed by the late
iptain Slocum to the yawl Spray, on his single-handed
voyage around the world.

In order to make a test of the boat on this point, I
took her out of Marblehead one rough morning in Sep-
tember, under single reefs. The wind was Northeast,
and an East-going tide made a strong sea. On leaving
the harbor I put the boat as close to the wind as she
would lie, set the tiller between two pins on the pin-
rack, and conned the course by compass. She passed
through some hard puffs, and through a soft spot caused
by the lee of an island, without veering a quarter point
cither way from her course. When well outside, where
the wind settled down to a strong, steady blow, she
bowled along beautifully, climbing the short, hard scas
and going down into their trough without varying her
course more than 3 degrees either way. We kept her on
one tack thus for 20 minutes, with the same result, be-

Ed

fore coming about for the land, On the run
the wind abeam, it was more difficult to get
trim on the sails to help her to holc " course
taking in a few inches on the foresail, and :
on the main, we got her balanced nice P
peated her performance, In the h wa
Bay she did the same thing. This
reason of her perfectly proportioncd i
ing Bessie would sail herself for hours as cu
straight as the Spray ever did.

It is not my purpose to follow here the season <n
by Mr. Erismann sailing in his unique yacht,
her to the Maine coast—where they called her 2 pin
and back to Boston, and found her an ideal cruiser.
was not fast, compared with modern boats having
side ballast; but in the give and take of an oce:
sage I would back her against the best of her ;
Nor was she without speed, either, under some conci-
tions, for on her last run of the season, in October, {ro
Marblehead to Boston, in a strong Nor'wester—a bLeam
wind—she logged 7.36 nautical miles in an hour

A striking picture of Roaring Bessie under sail, wiil
Mr. Erismann near the Jee rail, formed the frontispi
of Tue Rupper for November, 1911. The lines here
with are those of Lena M, from which Roaring Bessie
was Duilt, :
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MHA #70-10-232: Model of cowhorn - unidentified. From
Collection of Mrs. Paule Loring
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#70-10-242: Later (and larger) Block Island boats.

From postcard loaned by Mrs. Paule Loring.







